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Abstract

The idea that parents should proxy vote for their children (an idea also known as Demeny
voting) is gathering attention in the face of a general sense of political short-terminism and
democratic deficit that characterize many democracies and also in the face of rapid population
decline that some countries are already experiencing. We present a probabilistic voting model
where citizens can vote for the production of a public good which produces immediate benefits
and for investing in education which benefits society over time. Fertility is endogenous and
political conflict arise between parents and non-parents over public spending. We show that
Demeny voting increases fertility, future-oriented spending such as education and, under some

conditions, it increases long term welfare also for non-parents.

JEL Codes: H31 , H52, H63, 125, J13, J18, K16, D72, Q01

Keywords: Demeny voting, fertility, democracy

*We are indebted to the Economy of Francesco movement for inspiration. We thank Luigi Campiglio for having
encouraged ths work. We thank Valentina Rotondi, Francesco De santis and Demetrio XY for early discussions on
the topic. We thank participant s to the SIDE-ISLE 2021 conference in Trento in particular Filippo Belloc, Matteo
Ploner and Shai Lavie. The usual disclaimer applies.

. University of Bozen, federico.boffa@unibz.it.

. Cardiff University, ReggianiT@cardiff.ac.uk.

§. LUMSA University, m.rizzolli@lumsa.it.

1. Catholic University of Milan, federico.trombetta@unicatt.it.



